The impressive ceremony included a grand march of special guests, the Academy Board of Directors, and the presidents of 19 otolaryngologic societies, all of whom were introduced to the audience.
Among the special foreign guests were Dr Ian McGregor of Scotland and Professor Hideo Saito of Japan. Dr Saito is chairman of the Board of Directors of the Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Society of Japan, whose members were the Academy's special international guests. Dr Alford recognized members of the Japanese delegation who were among the audience. The Guest of Honor was Michael E. DeBakey, MD, Chancellor of Baylor College of Medicine and chairman of its Department of Surgery. The worldrenowned surgeon, teacher, inventor, and innovator presented an address on the history of, and advancements in, cardiovascular surgical techniques. Dr DeBakey was the first surgeon to use a heart pump successfully in a patient and developed Dacron artificial ar. teries to replace segments of diseased arteries. A medical statesman of enviable reputation, Dr DeBakey has been honored throughout the United States and the world for his contributions to medicine.
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
At the annual business meeting, held immediately following the Opening Ceremony, the members present approved the proposed merger of the Academy and The American Council of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. The new organization will begin to function Jan 1, 1982, and will continue both the scientific and educational functions of the Academy and the governmental and socioeconomic functions of the Council. Three amendments to the Bylaws were also proposed. These will be voted upon at the next annual business meeting.
Members approved 244 candidates for active membership and two candidates for associate membership. Honorary fellowship was awarded to Professor Hideo Saito of Japan.
To conclude the meeting, Dr Alford presented a certificate and a replica of the Academy's original gavel to Jack R. Anderson, MD, President during 1980.
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
The four-day scientific program was the largest ever. Under the direction of Richard L. Goode, MD, the outstanding program featured more than 100 formal scientific papers, eight Academy committeesponsored programs, two State of the Art sessions, and seven seminars.
The format consisted of simultaneous morning sessions Monday through Thursday and simultaneous evening sessions Monday and Tuesday.
In addition to the formal sessions, 129 scientific posters and 31 scientific exhibits were displayed near the Academy's Continuing Education Center in the exhibit hall.
The Special Scientific Program, held Sept 18, 19, and 20 , included more than 60 oral presentations on basic and clinical research.
INSTRUCTION COURSE PROGRAM
Twenty-eight new courses were among the 192 single-period and 66 multiple-period courses offered in the highly successful instruction course program. Organized by D. Thane R. Cody, MD, PhD, the program featured 325 instructors providing 330 hours of instruction. Course attendants purchased 15,199 equivalent one-hour tickets, an increase of 1,822 over last year's total.
Most of the instruction courses were held at the Hilton Hotel, adjacent to the Rivergate. The courses were scheduled each afternoon to avoid conflicting with the scientific program.
EXHIBITS
The exhibit hall opened Sunday morning, Sept 20, with 116 companies displaying their equipment, therapeutic products, and medical publications in 151 booths and eight islands.
The exhibit hall was open from 9 AMto 4 PM each day. Between the scientific sessions and instruction course program was a two-hour time block, allowing registrants free time to view the exhibits.
The Academy's Continuing Education Center featured the latest Academy publications. Staff members were available to assist those interested in the Academy's many continuing education programs.
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